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fact that has probably contributed in different ways to 
deepen the alienation of the mothers by the father sub­
stitute, the female social workers in the social agency. 

The mothers, as individuals with unique personali­
ties, have had less importance than the descriptions of 
them as unfit or dangerous mothers. Negative, but no 
positive characteristics and actions, have been attrib­
uted to them. The constructed pictures25 of the mothers 
as having "inner chaos," as "unfit," as "not protective 
enough," as a "MSBP case," or as "over-protective," 
have proven to be very effective and not possible for 
the mothers to conquer. The social agency has the 
preferential right of interpretation. When questioned 
or criticized by the mothers knowledgeable about their 
own and their children's rights, the social agency has 
acted to defend itself and the officials' prestige by den­
igrating the mothers. They use the children in their 
denigration campaign, and this is something the moth­
ers have not been able to successfully fight against. 

How severely have the children been harmed? 

The ten children involved have all been severely 
harmed through the long-term alienation process re­
sulting in PAS, with one exception (the baby brother 
in case four who was reunited with his mother after a 
year and a half of separation starting when he was 20 
days old). One child died. The eight remaining chil­
dren involved are afraid to have contact with their 
mothers, or reject their mothers. All of them had a 
loving relationship before the forced separation and 
forced custody. 

The children removed by the substitute parent 
seem to have developed problems similar to the ones 
described by other abducted children: loss of identity, 
loss of love, insecurity, and instability.26 The children's 
relations to their fathers have not been systematically 
investigated, but from what is known in these cases the 
biological fathers have been absent physically or emo­
tionally for their children. They have not fought 
against the alienators to keep contact with their chil­
dren as have the mothers. 

Research is lacking about the long-term effects of 
mother deprivation and of forced separation.27 The re­
search on foster children indicates that children who 
are separated from their parents are at risk of devel­
oping severe problems.28 What can be foreseen is that 
many of these children - when they survive29 and do 
not become criminals, drug addicts, or psychiatric pa­
tients - will be lonely and have identity problems. 
They will suffer from stress.30 The substitute parent 
has no obligations when these children have reached 
legal maturity. 

What can be said about intervention and noninter­
vention by authorities in charge of making decisions 
in the best interest of the child? 

From what is known about foster children from 
studies and from experiences in war time, placing chil­
dren in a foster home ought to be used only as a last 
resort. However, systematic follow-up studies of chil­
dren in foster homes are lacking. 

A dilemma exists between the intentions of the law -
a rapid reunion between parents and children - and 
the practice - children in compulsory public custody 
who are kept for a long time in "family homes." At­
tempts have been made to take the intention of the 
law regulating compulsory public custody seriously, 
that is, to work for a reunion of the child with his or 
her parents. This has been called "inclusive foster­
ing"3J but no evaluations have been made. On the 
other hand, Sweden decided in 1983 that children, 
who have been rooted in their "family homes" could 
stay there under the legal guardianship of their "family 
home parents." Not until it was decided that they 
could have a continuous payment was there a break­
through for this transfer of legal guardianship from the 
biological parents to the foster parents for the placed 
children. 

In order to make the conditions, as it is expressed, 
more safe for the children who have been placed in 
foster care it was suggested in an official report from 
the Swedish government (SOU 2000:77) that not only 
the custody but also the legal guardianship regularly 
should be transferred to the foster parents. According 
to the governmental report placed children will be 
more safe in the sense that the children's parents 
cannot legally request to have their children back. 

A new Swedish law making it mandatory for social 
agencies to consider transfer of custody after a child 
has spent three years in a foster home was considered 
and passed inJune 2003.32 Protests were formulated 
about the disadvantages for the child,33 but in vain. 
Foster homes, officially called "family homes," can 
nowadays also be organized by commercial private 
companies including consultants and experts with 
former officials from the social agencies included. This 
kind of semi-official network34 which might have an 
economic interest in forced custody can influence the 
placed children to reject their parents. This violates the 
individual and human rights of the children. 

What can be done to improve the conditions for chil­
dren who have been alienated in compulsory public 
custody conflicts? 
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Parental alienation syndrome has not been recog­
nized as a form of psychological abuse. The harm that 
is done to the alienated children is not yet well known. 
Therefore, it is of vital importance that PAS is written 
and talked about and that social workers, psycholo­
gists, and psychiatrists learn about it in their profes­
sional education. If PAS is recognized I do hope that 

in the future it will not be possible for social agency 
officials as parent substitutes (who, compared to par­
ents in custody conflicts, can be neutral) to defame a 
parent and to integrate the children in their campaign 
of denigration, thereby alienating the children from a 
formerly loved parent, and possibly doing them ir­
reparable harm. 
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that this case has cost the Swedish taxpayers over a mil­
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16. Utredning/ Investigation jml50 § SoL concerningJessica 
Svensson (birth number), 2001-06-07, NN kommun, So­
cialfOrvaltningen, Familjegruppen. 
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19. Five cases can only indicate some common traits of the 

severe alienation of mothers resulting in PAS in forced 
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united with their parents. 

23. The now retired judge Brita Sundberg-Weitman op­
posed to the arbitrariness in the new starting in the sev­
enties, the so-called frame laws, she claimed Sweden 
ought to be a state governed by law, see her book (1981). 

Matter-of-factness and arbitrariness in adminstration of 
justice and public adminstrationl Saklighet och godtycke i 
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26. Cecile, Finkelstein. The Heart of an Abducted and 
Alienated Child, and, Sarah or Cecilie: The Identity 
Issue (2003) in PAS. An interdisciplinary challenge for pro­
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about the 14,000 Danish children in public care costing 
6.5 billion Danish crowns (2001) and about the lack of 
knowledge about the consequences for the children 
taken into public care. 

28. In an old Swedish study (1980) by Bohman & Sigvards­
son, boys placed in stable foster homes were compared 
with boys who had been left in their risk homes al­
though they were meant to be placed in foster homes, 
and with a group of boys who were adopted. All these 
three groups were compared with control groups and 
were followed up at the ages of 11, 15 and 18. It was 
found that the boys in foster homes were registered 
more frequently as criminals and for drinking too much 
alcohol. The boys left at home were doing just as well 
as the boys in the control groups. 
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Foster children as adultslFosterbarn sam unga. Dissertation 
(with summary in English). 

31. SOU 1979/ 80:44, p. 79. 
32. Proposition 2002/03:53 called "Reinforced protection 

for children." It was decided in the Swedish Parliament 
inJune, 2003. The title is referring to the child's rights 
not be moved to his or her parents when the child has 
been what is called rooted in the family home. That the 
significance of de facto custody ought to be increased 
was proposed by Johanna Schiratzki (1997) in her dis­
sertation Custody and custody disputes, Stockholm Univer­
sity. When the social agency is responsible to limit or 
obstruct the parent's possibilities of de facto custody 
without justification it must be questioned whether it is 

the right thing to do to transfer the legal guardianship to 
the foster home chosen by the social agency. Of course, 
this new law can be questioned for many other reasons, 
one being that biological bonds and loving bonds be­
tween children and parents are not replaceable. But the 
importance of these family and love bonds seem not to 
be appreciated in the modern social welfare state, where 
the child is seen as an individual released from the par­
ents. 

33. Siv Westerberg, 2001, see www.nkmr.org 
34. One such network organization that started already in 

1993 in northern Sweden, has now an office in Stock­
holm. The name is Najden treatmentconsuitant, see 
www.nqjden.se. 


