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Parental alienation syndrome has not been recog-
nized as a form of psychological abuse. The harm that
is done to the alienated children is not yet well known.
Therefore, it is of vital importance that PAS is written
and talked about and that social workers, psycholo-
gists, and psychiatrists learn about it in their profes-
sional education. If PAS is recognized I do hope that
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in the future it will not be possible for social agency
officials as parent substitutes (who, compared to par-
ents in custody conflicts, can be neutral) to defame a
parent and to integrate the children in their campaign
of denigration, thereby alienating the children from a
formerly loved parent, and possibly doing them ir-
reparable harm.
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with choosing whether to be cruel to the mother or to
the child, I know which way I would have looked.”
How devastating and extremely difficult it is to defeat a
constructed picture is well documented in an exceptional
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ment of adolescents in institutions. What does the research tell
us? Behandling av ungdom i institusjoner, Hva sier
forskningen? No Nordic studies on the effects of placing
children outside their home passed the scientific stan-
dards, so in fact there is no standardized knowledge
about the treatment and what happens afterward. One
Swedish descriptive study (Vinnerljung et al. 2001) con-
cludes that 30-37% of the placements were broken
within five years, and most of the placements broke
down the first year. In April 2003, a report was pub-
lished by the Danish Institute for Social Research. It is
about the 14,000 Danish children in public care costing
6.5 billion Danish crowns (2001) and about the lack of
knowledge about the consequences for the children
taken into public care.

In an old Swedish study (1980) by Bohman & Sigvards-
son, boys placed in stable foster homes were compared
with boys who had been left in their risk homes al-
though they were meant to be placed in foster homes,
and with a group of boys who were adopted. All these
three groups were compared with control groups and
were followed up at the ages of 11, 15 and 18. It was
found that the boys in foster homes were registered
more frequently as criminals and for drinking too much
alcohol. The boys left at home were doing just as well
as the boys in the control groups.
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care among young adult foster children in Sweden, 70(3)
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See for example: Mark V. Flinn & Barry G. England
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Foster children as adults/Fosterbarn som unga. Dissertation
(with summary in English).

31. SOU 1979/80:44, p. 79.
32. Proposition 2002/03:53 called “Reinforced protection

for children.” It was decided in the Swedish Parliament
in June, 2003. The title is referring to the child’s rights
not be moved to his or her parents when the child has
been what is called rooted in the family home. That the
significance of de facto custody ought to be increased
was proposed by Johanna Schiratzki (1997) in her dis-
sertation Custody and custody disputes, Stockholm Univer-
sity. When the social agency is responsible to limit or
obstruct the parent’s possibilities of de facto custody
without justification it must be questioned whether it is
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the right thing to do to transfer the legal guardianship to
the foster home chosen by the social agency. Of course,
this new law can be questioned for many other reasons,
one being that biological bonds and loving bonds be-
tween children and parents are not replaceable. But the
importance of these family and love bonds seem not to
be appreciated in the modern social welfare state, where
the child is seen as an individual released from the par-
ents.

Siv Westerberg, 2001, see www.nkmr.org

One such network organization that started already in
1993 in northern Sweden, has now an office in Stock-
holm. The name is Najden treatmentconsultant, see

www.najden.se.




