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on MAC! I and psychopathy? In most of lhe reoean:h conducled 
on MACH. the respondents have been drawn from university 
populations, wherea., t1"Imit of the research condUCted on psy
chopathy has been done with institutionalized felons. Thus, re
search in both areu has examined antisocial tendencies hut 
typicaJly OD opposite ends of the participant spectrum. MACH 
research has focused on intelligent and succeiS(ul antisocial 
individuals, whereas psychopathy research has focused on less 
inteUigent and successful antisocial individuals. We would argue 
that high MACH storers in norunstitulionaliz.ed (e,g .• univer
sity) samples occupy W\ intermediate position on the psychopa
thy continuum and that many of lfle.4oe individual5 represent the 
"successful psychopath" to which various authors have alluded 
(e.g ., Cleckley, 194111988; Smith, 1978, 1984, 1985; Sulk"" 
1994) . Thus, the vast lit ... ature on MACH can be inlerpreted 
as an explication of the dispositions and intetperSOnal tendencies 
of relatively successful yet antisocial people. Studies document
ing the relatWc succes.."i of high MACH at lying (De
Paulo & RoscIlthal, 1979; Gcis & Moon, 1981), manipulating 
(Olfislie & Gcis, 1970; Gcis, 1978), and achieving profeuional 

(Shultz, 1993) are consistent with !.his 

limitatio'L< of tlte Current Studie., 

1be samples that we used were predominantly fern.ale, and 
this certainly limits the gcncmlizability of our results. 
because:: institutionalized psychopaths arc overwhelmingly male 
(LyKken, 1995) . However, in accordance with a dimensional 
view of personality and the pc:rsor1ality disorders. Out studies 
demonstn"e thOl it is poosible 10 leSt theoretically derived pre· 
dicdons concerning psychopathy even within samples in whom 
psychopathic traits are perhaps lea."it evident Although research 
on psychopathic atltibute:li with !.he general population may not 
have direct implicatioDs for actual cUnica] CIl£Q or psychopathy. 
it may rutvc inditcct implications via hypolhesis testing and 
lheory building (Mook. 1983) . Moreav"" although psychology 
has often been self-critical in relation to an overreliance on 
student samples (e.g .. Sears, 1986), research on psychop.thic 
IllUibutes is one area in which criticism not Dpply. The 
vast mnjority of research on p'ychopathy has been conducted 
with male (primarily white) felons. and there a need for 
increased research on p!)ychopatby with noninstilulionalized 
population. (!iCC Su""", 1994, pp. 88-89) . 

Mea.,uring P$Jchopathic Traits and Behaviors 

Our partial correlation results highlight the importance of 
measuring prilllDry and psychopathy 

and concrolling for their mutual suppressing innuence. Unfortu· 
n.tely, moM or lhe n:aearch on ""ychopathy has failed 10 do so 
primarily because most pi:)'Chopathy mcuures do nol allow for 
the separate asscs.sment of primary and secondary psychopathy. 
Some researchers have circumvented this problem by assessing 
p1iycoopathy and anxiety simlhaneously and then separating 
lho1!c "","ng high on psychopalhy inlO primary (low-anxiety) 
and secondary (high-anxieIY) groups. This procedure, although 
defensible. is nonoptimaJ because cacegorizing the panicipants 
ignOJ"eJ the dimensionality of psychopathy (and anxiety) . More
over. even when partitioning variance is possible. few research-

en have done so. For example. few researchers u.'liing Hate's 
(1991) PCL-R have presented panial correillion. to clarify 
relations between the two factors and other measures. We would 
argue that this stK>uJd be a standard practice for researchers 
working with the PCL-R IOpecificalJy and in general for anyone 
sirool18neously mea"uring primary and !oeCOndary 

Our findings indicate that the Mach· IV is deficient preCisely 
because it cannot provide H precise tWe!losmenl uf psychopathy 
that distinguishes primary from secondary. However. the prelim
inary evidence suggests that the Levenson et w. (1995) primary 
ODd secondary psychopathy scales can provide useful self-report 
measures of attributes for wilh non institution
aliud samples., although the deficient reliability or the sccuoo
Ill)' scale needs tu be addressed. Our resuhs provide additi0031 
reliability and validity evidence for the Levenson el aI. (1995) 
primary and secondary psychopathy scales. With respect to di
vergent validity. which i!; the most pre.uing issue concerning the 
coo,;truct validity of these the primary and secondary 
scales dcmonslnUcd different associations in the predic;..1ed man
ner with behavioral inhibition. behaviordl activation. anxiety. 
narci!isism. the rorccfuJ subscaJe of the PACL (Strack. 1991a) . 
Smilh's (1985) SPS, and disinhibition. With respecllo conver
gent validity. both scales were associated in the some I1li1nncr 
with self-reponed antirociaJ behavior and MlCial dcsir&bi_Iity. 
Thu,;, the Levenson et a1. (1995) improve on previous 
measures nfp.ychopalhy (Smitll, 1985; Strack, 19910; Widom, 
19TI) by distingui,hing primary from secondary psychopathy. 

Death to the Mach-IV, Long live the Mach-IV 

1be Mach-IV (and Mach-V) has now outlived its usefulnen 
for flumy applicaLions. Although factor analyses of the Mach
IV collectively suggest a two-factor structure (i .e .• views and 
tactics) . the two factan are not consistendy marked by the same 
items across studies (see et aI., 1992) . Thus. it is not 
possibLe to decompose the Mach-IV into relia.ble subscales that 
would allow for a more precise examination of its (acets 
(Carver, 1989) . Moreova; the Mach-IV Tol.1 score is nol useful 
for providing precise meatSUTCmt!IIt of antisocial dispositions 
partly be<:ausc it includes behavioral indicators and therefore 
groups togetlt<r as "high MACHs" people wilh diffemtt dispt>
sitions. However. the scale was never designed for the precise 
measurement of dispositions Dnd instead repre);cnlJl the culmina
tion of 11 unique interdisciplinary project . The Mach-IV docs 
);till value a,; a global mc:a:sure of psychopathy that can 
be used in the evaluation ur new measures and for use in contexts 
in which brevity is essential (e.g., survey work) . Moreover, 
ChriMic and Geis's (1970) Studies in Machiavellianism, and 
the research activity that it generated. represenL"i a IMting tesli
mony to the heuristic value of inrerdisciplinary ideas nnd re
search that is exceeded perhaps by only the literature on authori
uuianism with in personality and social ps)":hology (i.e .. Adorno, 
Frenlu:I-Brunswik, Levinson, & Sanford, 1950) . 

In closing. we note that personality tUlc.l social psychologists 
have been conducting research on psychopathic attributC$ in 
noninstiwtionalized populations ror more than 2S yeaN and that 
this research is organized under the rubric or Machiavellianism 
(Christie & 1970) . Although our rel'uits indicate that the 
Mach-IV j,; an imperfect measure uf attributes 
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because of its confounding of primary and !ICCOndary psychopa· 
thy. the enormous Iilcnlure on MACH cerainly can and should 
serve as a foundation for continuing research on psychopathic 
attributes in nonin!Oliculionalizcd populations. 
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